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CONFIDENTIAL MADRID 8103 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, PO, SP, US 

SUBJECT: PORTUGAL: SPINOLA’S VISIT TO THE U.S. 

REF: STATE 272251 

1. EMBASSY INFORMED MFA DIRECTOR FOR EUROPEAN AFFAIRS NOV 18 
ABOUT SPINOLA'S PLANNED VISIT. DIRECTOR APPRECIATED RECEIPT OF 
INFO AND CLARIFICATION THAT U.S. EXECUTIVE BRANCH WAS NOT 
INVOLVED IN ANY WAY WITH VISIT. DIRECTOR SAID THAT VISIT WAS 
MOST UNHELPFUL IN PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES BECAUSE IT WILL BE USED 
BY LEFT-WING PROTUGUESE ELEMENTS TO DEMONSTRATE THAT OUTSIDE 
FORCES WERE ANXIOUS TO UNDO REVOLUTIONARY RESULTS OF APRIL 25 
MILITARY UPRISING. IN HIS VIEW, THE TIMING FOR SPINOLA’S VISIT 
COULD NOT HAVE BEEN WORSE FOLLOWING A WEEK-END IN WHICH PRO- 
VASCO GONCALVES FORCES WERE PULLING THEMSELVES TOGETHER FOR 
FINAL ASSAULT ON THE AZEVEDO GOVT. 

2. DIRECTOR INFORMED EMBASSY THAT MFA HAD LEARNED THAT 
VASCO GONCALVES AND GENERAL OTELO DE CARVALHO HAD HELD 
SECRET MEETING IN BEJA ON SATURDAY, NOV 15. ALTHOUGH 
CARVALHO WAS GRADUALLY BEING STRIPPED OF SOME OF HIS 
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POWER, HE WAS STILL AN IMMENSELY POPULAR FIGURE WITH THE 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 

MASSES AND HAD TO BE RECKONED WITH, THE DIRECTOR SAID. 

THE GOS WAS MORE CONCERNED THAN EVER WITH PRESENT TRENDS 
IN PORTUGAL AND, ALTHOUGH RELATIONS WERE BUSINESSLIKE WITH 
THE PORTUGUESE, IT WOULD NOT HAVE ITS AMBASSADOR RETURN TO 
LISBON IN THE NEAR FUTURE. 
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